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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kurita (US 
7,275,963). 

3. Regarding Claims 1,4,15,16,18, and 19, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) a storage device 
comprising a cartridge (100,200) having a storage medium and a holder portion (37) in which 
said cartridge is detachably loaded, said holder portion being capable of being loaded with a 
plurality of types of cartridges having different lengths in an inserting/removing direction, 
wherein said holder portion includes: a locking portion (32) which is disposed at a first distance 
in the inserting/removing direction of said cartridge from an insertion port of said cartridge, and 
releasably locks said cartridge, and a positioning member which is provided to be movable in the 
inserting/removing direction of said cartridge, and determines a leading end position in an 
inserting direction of said cartridge, and said cartridge includes an engaging portion (1 10,210) 
which is disposed at a second distance in the inserting/removing direction of said cartridge from 
a trailing end in the inserting direction of said cartridge, and engages with said locking portion, 
the second distance being common among said plurality of types of cartridges. 
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4. Regarding Claim 2, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) the storage device, wherein the first (210) 
and second distances (110) are substantially the same. 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) the storage device, further comprising an 
elastic member (36) which constantly biases said positioning member toward the insertion port 
of said cartridge. 

6. Regarding Claim 5 and 6, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) the storage device, wherein 

said cartridge includes a first electrical connecting portion (102,202) at said leading end portion 
in the inserting direction thereof, and said holder portion has a second electrical connecting 
portion (35) which is arranged at said positioning member and is connected to said first electrical 
connecting portion. 

7. Regarding Claims 7 and 8, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) the storage device, wherein said 
cartridge has a guide groove (111) extending in the inserting/removing direction thereof, and said 
holder portion has a guide piece (27a) which engages with the guide groove. 

8. Regarding Claims 9 and 10, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) the storage device, 
wherein said engaging portion (27a) is a groove intersecting the guide groove (111). 

9. Regarding Claims 1 1 and 12, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) the storage device, wherein the 
storage device (37) is an external storage device for a computer. 

10. Regarding Claims 13 and 14, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) the storage device, wherein the 
storage device is a storage device (37) incorporated in a computer. 

11. Regarding Claim 17, Kurita shows (Figs. 1-37) the cartridge manufacturing method, 
wherein the plurality of types of cartridges include a first cartridge (200), and a second cartridge 
(100) which is longer than the first cartridge in the inserting/removing direction and has first and 
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second engaging portions as the engaging portion regarding the first cartridge, the engaging 
portion is provided at a first distance from one end portion of the first cartridge and at a second 
distance from the other end of the first cartridge, and regarding the second cartridge, the first 
engaging portion is provided at the first distance from one end portion of the second cartridge, 
and the second engaging portion is provided at the second distance from the other end portion of 
the second cartridge. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Blouin whose telephone number is 571-272-7583. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00 to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Joe Feild, can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Mark Blouin/ 

Primary Examiner of Art Unit 2627 

Mark Blouin 
Patent Examiner 
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